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MINUTES OF THE AYUNTAMIENTO OF SAN FELIPE 

DE AUSTIN, 1828-1832 

VII 

EDITED BY EUGENE C. BARKER 

In the town of San Felipe de Austin on the 2d day of Novr 
1830 the Ayuntamiento met this day pursuant to adjournment 
present Thos. Barnett prest. Jesse H. Carwright 2 Eegidor Walter 
C. White, 3d Eegidor, and William Pettus sindico procurador. The 
prest stated to the body that a letter addressed to George Fisher 
apparently containing] divers enclosures had been handed to the 
Ayto. supposed to [p. 57] be from Asa Mitchell an intimate of 
said Fishers The Ayuntamto. then ordered a secret session and 
after having discussed the subject respecting what course would 
be proper to pursue relative to the letter the body agreed that in- 
asmuch as the said Fisher is believed to be a spy attached to a 
party unfriendly to the Govt and as Mitchell is known to be an 
intimate of the said Fishers the body ordered the letter to be 
opened which was done, and the contents found to be several 
letters addressed by Fisher to Mitchell on the subject of vessels 
arriving in the brasos a commission from Sd Fisher to Mitchell 
making the sd. Mitchell a boarding officer and several official let- 
ters antidated from Mitchell to Fisher purporting to be reports. 
And as there was nothing found which in the opinion of the body 
was likely to be injurious to the community the letter was or- 
dered to be sealed up with its enclosures and put away and the 
ayuntamto. rose from the secret session. 

The Ayuntamto in open session made the following resolution 
that whereas this municipality from its peculiar situation is much 
exposed to the inroads of fugitives from justice from the U. S. 
and other places, vagabonds and. men of notorious bad character 
and it being the duty of the Ayuntamto. to watch over the secur- 
ity and tranquility of the inhabitants of the municipality and 
also to maintain and support good order and the public tranquil- 
ity, and prevent the residence of men of bad character, and of idle 
and vicious habits within the jurisdiction, and taking into consid- 
eration that by the 5th article of the Contract made by the Em- 
presario Stephen F. Austin he is bound not to permit, criminals, 
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vagabonds or men of bad character to remain within the limits 
of his colony but to cause all such to leave it, and if necessary 
to drive them out by force of arms, it was resolved by the Ayun- 
tamto. that the said Empresario be officially addressed by the 
Ayunto. and informed that the hereinafter described individuals 
are men of notorious bad character and ought not to be permitted 
to remain within the limits of [p. 58] the municipality but im- 
mediately removed and are Peter Whitstine, Trammel, Pryor, 
John or Jack House and Brooks Williams. 

And further the ayunto. resolved that John Williams residing 
near the San Antonio Road is a man of bad character, and in the 
habit of harboring men notoriously infamous to the stigma and 
injury to the peaceable inhabitants of the Municipality, but in- 
asmuch as he is settled and has some property and improvements 
about him, and much pecuniary injury might arrise by his im- 
mediate removal the Ayuntamto. recommended that a further trial 
be given the said Williams, but that he shall not be permitted to 
receive land until it shall be satisfactorily proven to the Ayunto. 
that an entire reformation of character and conduct has taken 
place in sd Williams, and further the Ayunto recommended that 
he be notified that whenever it comes to the knowledge of the 
Ayunto. that he has about him or harbors any man of bad char- 
acter that he will be instantaneously removed beyond the limits 
of the jurisdiction. 

The Ayunto. further resolved that whereas John Little has been 
guilty of harboring Hiram Friley who fled from this town being 
confined in an accusation of a capital crime — that he shall not 
be permitted to receive land as a settler until it shall be satis- 
factorily proven that he has reformed his conduct. And also that 
this Ayuntamto. conceive it their duty to recommend the said 
Empresario not to admit Washington Griffin, Henry P. Welsh 
and George Welsh as settlers as in the opinion of the ayuntamto. 
they are not worthy of being admitted. 

The subject of the petition presented by H. H. League and 
Seth Ingram being introduced the Ayuntamto. considered that 
as the subject on which it treats is solely of a judicial nature the 
ayuntamto. recommended it to the particular attention of the 
Alcalde and that he adopt such measures relative to it as in his 
judgment justice and equity may require and [p. 59] there be- 
ing nothing further before the body it adjourned to Monday the 
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15th inst. Mr Thomas Westall agreed with the ayuntamto. in 
order to secure building lots Nos 62 and 63 and out lot No. 1 
to build a brick house to secure the three, or build a cabin op 
the building lots, and one on the out lot, or fence it in within 
one year from today, which agreement was accepted. 

Thos. Barnett 
Samuel M. Williams 

Secy pro tern 

In the town of San Felipe de Austin 15th November 1830 
The Ayuntamto. met this day in extra session pursuant to ad- 
journment on the 2d inst the following members being present 
Thomas Barnett prest Jesse H. Cartwright 2d regidor Walter C. 
White 3d Regidor Churchill Pulchear 4th Regidor and Wm. Pet- 
tus sindico procurador, the first regidor being absent. On mo- 
tion of Wm. Pettus sindico prod, it was ordered that the amt 
due to Thos. P. McKinney by virtue of a draft drawn on the 
municipality by Samuel M. Williams Secy of the Ayto. and en- 
tered upon the book of acts of the 31 day of Decemr. 1829 (Book 
A) which dft. the said McKinney declares has been lost or mis- 
laid, and the Prest. who is the treasurer of the body declares that 
no draft in favr. of Mr McKinney has been paid. The Ayunto. 
hereby recognize the said debt due to the sd McKinney amount- 
ing to One hundred and Sixty dollars and the said sum the said 
McKinney is authorized to receive from the Treasurer out of any 
unappropriated funds belonging [p. 60] to the municipality. 

In continuation the before mentioned Thos. P. McKinney per- 
sonally appeared before the body and presented a written order 
of transfer for the said amt. of 160$ in favor of William Bar- 
nett and in conformity therewith the amt. aforesaid of 160$ was 
transferred to the said Barnett and the president authorized to 
pay the same out of any funds belonging to the Municipality not 
otherwise appropriated. 

On account of an invitation made by the Ayunto to the citi- 
zens of the Colony to nominate from the different precincts each 
one of the citizens to meet the Ayto in the session of today for 
the purpose of representing to the deputies in the State Legis- 
lature from this department, the wants and necessities of the 
municipality and also such laws and amendments as may be 
deemed proper for the better govt, of the municipality the fol- 
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lowing persons appeared and presented the certificates of their 
nomination. Nestor Clay, Eandall Jones, William Eobinson, 
Samuel E. Miller, Francis Holland, Doctor Wright, Bawson Alley, 
Martin Allen, and Luke Lessassier. The following subjects were 
discussed, and agreed upon as proper and necessary to be given 
as instructions from the municipality to the deputies from this 
department in the State Legislature at the next session of it. 
first To procure the appointment of a Judge — trial by jury, 
second — Donation of Land and part of the debt due by settlers 
to government for land to erect a seminary of learning and em- 
ployment of teachers. 

third — to get a translator appointed at the seat of govt, to trans- 
late Laws and decrees of the Govt. 

[p. 61] fourth — To get a translator appointed to the court in 
the Colony 

fifth — a removal of the restrictions against the sale of land — If 
not permit persons to give part to have the balance secured. 

Thos. Barnett 
Samuel M. Williams 

Secy protem 

In the town of San Felipe de Austin the 24th November 1830 
At a meeting of the Ayuntamto, in extra session this day called 
by the prest. the following members were present Thos Barnett 
prest. Jesse H. Cartwright 2 Eegidor Walter C. White 3d Eegidor 
and William Pettus Sindico procdr. A letter was presented to 
the body by the sindico, from the Empresario Green DeWitt, 
informing the Ayuntamto of the evils which afflict the inhabit- 
ants of that part of the municipality on account of the frequent 
and repeated inroads of barbarous Indians, stealing horses and 
other animals, and also informing the Ayto. that those inhabitan ,3 
are induced to believe from circumstances that men of bad char- 
acter are connected with the indians in their robberies, and have 
for purpose the acquisition of a number of horses etc. to be 
carried to some other [p. 62] place for sale — And in asmuch as 
it has come to the knowledge of this Ayuntamto. that — Schriers 
has stated that the criminal Hiram Friley and other men of in- 
famous character are connected in stealing horses which they 
deposit in some place in this Colony on the frontiers The Ayun- 
tamto. unanimously agreed that a Commissioner should be ap- 
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pointed by the body to proceed with a competent number of 
militia men to John Lytles and examine the said Schrier for the 
purpose of finding out where Hiram Friley and others are ren- 
dezvouzed who are supposed to be stealing horses Mules etc. from 
various parts of the Municipality and if possible to apprehend 
all that may be found so engaged and to take possession of the 
property and also to proceed to the Colony of Green DeWitt and 
investigate the situation of its inhabitants, and report to this 
Ayunto. the result, as also what measures may be deemed neces- 
sary to secure them from the outrages of the Indians and Eobbers. 
The Ayuntamto. then proceeded to nominate a person to dis- 
charge the duties required, and Mr. Francis W. Johnson possess- 
ing the entire confidence of the Ayto. was unanimously elected. 
The Ayuntamto then agreed that an official letter should be 
directed to the Colonel Commandant of the Militia to furnish a 
sufficient number of militia men to accompany Mr. Johnson, in 
the execution of this commission. It was also agreed upon that 
the Sindico procurador should proceed with Mr Johnson to the 
House of Lytle to assist in the examination of Schriers and that 
a letter of instructions should be given to Mr. Johnson. 

Thos. Barnett 
Samuel M. Williams 

Secy protem 

[p. 63.] In the Town of San Felipe de Austin on the 6th 
day of december 1830. In conformity with the municipal regu- 
lations the Ayunto. this day met in regular session present Thomas 
Barnett prest. Jesse H. Cartwright 2d regidor, Churchil Ful- 
chear 3d regidor and William Pettus Sindico procurador, the pro- 
ceedings of the last (extra) meeting were read and approved. The 
sindico procurador presented the petitions of George W. Cash, 
and Elias B. Wightman praying the appointment of Municipal 
Surveyor for the Southern portion of the Colony, the former 
petition was rejected, the latter was admitted and Elias B. Wight- 
man declared to be duly elected and appointed Municipal Sur- 
veyor, for the district of Mina in this jurisdiction, and it was 
ordered by the Ayuntamto. that the said Wightman do give good 
and sufficient bond and security for the faithful performance of 
his duties as such surveyor. 

A petition from Martin Allen praying for the donation of 
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town lots was read, and declared by the Ayuntamto. inadmissible 
as the body do not conceive themselves authorized to make dona- 
tions of public property of the Municipality, and the petition 
was ordered to be returned to the said Allen. 

The Ayuntamto. then entered into the discussion of the pro- 
priety of giving an extension of time, to that already allowed for 
the improvement of certain building lots and out lots which had 
been sold during the last and the present year, and it was agreed 
upon by the members that the additional time of six months be 
and is hereby allowed to the time previously stipulated for the 
improvement of building lots and out lots which were purchased 
by individuals from the ayuntamto. during the year 1829 and 1830. 

An account of Thomas Davis for guarding and boarding two 
criminals and for blacksmiths work in ironing criminals, was 
presented to the Ayuntamto. by the [p. 64] president, and after 
mature examination and discussion of the merit of the claim, 
the Ayunto. ordered that, that part of the account of said Davis 
in which he charges the municipality with board and guarding 
Hiram Friley and for ironing him amtg the first item of 94$ 
and the second 8$ making 102$ be and is hereby totally rejected 
on the grounds that the said Davis during the time that he had 
the sd Friley under his charge was planning and devising means 
for his escape from justice, that Davis was knowing to the inten- 
tion of Friley's making his escape, that he furthered it as far 
as was in his power, and that he made the show of delivery of 
Friley to the Alcalde for no other reason than to endeavor to 
secure the payment of what might be due for his services in 
guarding etc. knowing at the same time that as soon as Friley 
was put into the hands of another person he would break custody 
the other part of Davis's a/c amtg to 42.50 was admitted. 

The Ayuntamto. ordered that inasmuch as the year is very 
near its close, that the Secretary prepared the necessary quar- 
terly and semiannually returns which the Ay to. in conformity 
with the laws are bound to transmit to the Supreme govt, of the 
State, and also that the proper Statistical table be made out in 
order to be transmitted to the govt, and further the Ayunto. 
ordered that accounts of the funds under their administration be 
made out in order to be forwarded to govt, and for the necessary 
transfer to be made to the Ayto. of the approaching year 
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The Ayunto. [p. 65] adjourned until tomorrow morning 10 
o'clock. 7th Decemr pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday 
the ayuntamto. met. present the same members as noted in the 
meeting of yesterday. 

Several petitions were then presented to the body by the sin- 
dieo procurador and were severally read, and the subjects dis- 
cussed in the following order. 

A petition from Ira Ingram praying that the title for out lot 
No. 36 purchased by him: be made to C. H. Vandeveer, admitted 
and ordered to be filed. 

A petition from P. M. Williamston praying that the title to 
lots JSTos. 144. 143 be made to Saml Townsend admitted and or- 
dered to be filed. 

A petition from Robert Peebles praying that the title may issue 
to him for out lots Nbs. 43, 44, 46. purchased by him, admitted 
and prayer granted. 

A petition from James Hope praying that the title may issue 
to him for out lots Nos. 41, 42. prayer granted. 

A petition from Eliza Gazley praying that the title for lots 
Nos. 4, 5, 6, 138 and 149 be made to her husband T. J. Gazley — 
admitted and prayer granted title to be issued if improved. 

A petition from T. J. Gazley praying that the title for lots 
numbers 4. 5. 6 138. 139 be made to Phinneas Jones & Co. 
prayer admitted and the title ordered to be issued as soon as the 
lots are properly improved. 

A petition from Wm. H. Jack praying that the title may issue 
to him for lot No. 38 prayer granted. 

A petition from W. H. Jack praying that the title for lot No. 
[blank] may issue. 

[p. 66] A petition from John F. Pettus praying that a title 
may issue to him for out lots numbers [blank] admitted, prayer 
granted, and the title ordered to be made and issued. 

The Ayuntamto. then ordered that all lots purchased by indi- 
viduals whose payment was due on the 15th ISTovembr. last and 
3d of the present month, and which payments are not made, shall 
on the 31st day of this month be put up and sold to the highest 
bidder for on account of the former purchasers, holding the sd 
purchasers responsible to the Ayuntamto. for all amounts under 
the original amounts of purchase money for which said lots may 
be sold on that day further ordered by the Ayunto. that the prest. 
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be and is hereby authorized to issue to citizen Franklin Lewis 
in the name of the body such certificate as in the opinion of the 
prest may be necessary to secure to him his rights and privileges 
in the effects of his deceased brother Robert Lewis who died in 
Cerralvo in October last, which certificate must be countersigned 
by the Secretary of the Ayuntamto. further ordered by the 
Ayuntamto. that Samuel M. Williams be and is hereby invested 
with the office of Secretary of the Ayuntamto with the salary of 
Eight hundred dollars per annum, and that the said Williams be 
allowed for the services which he has rendered as Secretary pro 
tern, from the time he commenced up to the present at the same 
rate, to wit at the rate of 800$ per year which salary and services 
are to be paid him out of the funds of the Municipality. 

On motion of the sindico procurador, it was resolved that in- 
asmuch as there [p. 67] is some subjects to be discussed by the 
Ayuntamto. that require a secret session, that the ayunto. close 
the public session and hold a secret session to remain during the 
precise time necessary for the deliberation of those subjects, the 
hall was then cleared and the doors closed, when the following res- 
olution was unanimously adopted. 

Whereas as it has been made to appear to this Ayuntamto. by 
satisfactory evidence that Noah Smithwick confessed and made 
affidavit that he had assisted Hiram Friley, while lying under a 
charge of murder and pending bis trial, to escape from the au- 
thorities of the jurisdiction of Austin, and whereas it has also 
been made to appear that the said Noah Smithwick has threat- 
ened the officers of the jurisdiction, declaring that he would have 
satisfaction of them, and besides that for some months past the 
said Noah Smithwick has been a bad citizen, constantly showing 
a contempt for the municipal regulations of the jurisdiction, and 
a disposition to infringe them with impunity NOW therefore this 
ayuntamto. order that the said Noah Smithwick be removed from 
the jurisdiction of Austin, and also recommend that he be re- 
moved beyond the limits of the State of Coahuila and Texas, and 
the Colonel Commandant of the Militia of this jurisdiction is re- 
quested to furnish a guard sufficient to carry the above order into 
execution, and see that the same is executed ; 38 and further it hav- 
ing come to the knowledge of this ayuntamto. that Trammel Pryor 

3S Smithwick gives an account of this incident in his Evolution of a 
State, 84-88 (Austin, 1900). 
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has lately come into this jurisdiction, and that the ayunto. from 
the facts laid before them are satisfied that the said Trammel 
Pryor is notoriously a man of bad character, do order that the 
said Trammel Pryor be removed beyond the jurisdiction of Aus- 
tin, and recommend that he be removed beyond the [p. 68] limits 
jf the state, and the said Ayuntamiento request the Colonel Com- 
mandant of this jurisdiction to furnish a sufficient guard to carry 
this order into execution and see that the same be executed. And 
further the Ayuntamto. from the facts laid before the body are 
satisfied that John Litle is a man of notorious bad character, and 
order that he be removed beyond the limits of the jurisdiction 
and recommend that he be removed beyond the limits of the State. 
And further the ayuntamto. ordered that a certified copy of this 
resolution be transmitted to the Colonel Commandant of the 
militia with an official letter requesting him to carry the same 
into execution with the least possible delay. 
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Frank Cushman Pierce, author of A Brief History of the Lower 
Bio Grande Valley, died a victim of influenza at his home in 
Brownsville, November 10, 1918. Mr. Pierce was born at Fort 
Davis, December 15, 1858. 

Amelia Edith Barr, author of Remember the Alamo, died at 
her home in New York City, March 10, 1919. 

Ebenezer Lafayette Dohoney, member of the Senate of the Thir- 
teenth Legislature and of the Constitutional Convention of 1875, 
died at his home in Paris, March 29, 1919. Mr. Dohoney pub- 
lished an autobiography in 1907, under the title An Average 
American. 

Eobert Cook Buckner, evangelist, author and founder of Buck- 
ner's Orphan Home, died at his home in Dallas, April 9, 1919. 

Joseph Alexander Altsheler, author of The Texas Star, The 
Texan Scouts, and The Texan Triumph, died in New York City, 
June 5, 1919. 



